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.

Jorx Rowarp ToLxrer. born in 1392, educated at Firmisgham aud Oxiord, served through
the war of 1914 and then became Professor of English at Leeds Uriversity. 1o 1925, at an
aarly age, he was appointed to the Rawlinson and Bosworth chayr of Auglo-Saxon in Oxford.
Having had the good fortune to hear his first lectire, I recall its freshness, informality, and
vigour, Twenty years later he moved to the Merton Professorship which he now holds.

Projessoc Tolljen i3 unsurpassed in his knowledge of the English language and its
hterature from the beginning to the end of the medieval petiod.  To the rare qualities of industry
and dcumen required to make a firsi-rate scholar, there is added in his casc something of the
still rarer tbuch ot zenins, showing itself 1 think in (wo ways—a deeper penetrarwn of the
subject, and 2 broader view of it. This combination of grasp and detachment has enabled
bim to write with a most remarkable and decisive brevity. To take one example only: in
a short lecture, he changed cverybody's wnderstanding of England’s oldest and ane of her
most (anmous poews. The lecture, entilled Beowtldf, the Monsiers and the Critscs, proved among
other things that those monsters are nearer to reality than many of the critics.

Professor Tolkien goes beyond a mere sympathetic appreciation of older English literature.
The older England, with its heroism and gentleness, its bumour and fantasy, seems to live in
hum and fnd a new atterance through his talent as an original author—for in thissense
ajzo he is a master of the English language. He lately wrote to The Battle of Muldor whai
1s al anve a comnuentary and a sequel. e has long been known to a select audience a5 some-
thing like Oxford’s second Lewis Carrol-—an occasional writer of works smail in scale but so
richiy pecniiar that they can hold their own among the big conventional productions of full-
time authors ; I refer to The Mobkii, and Farmur Gilss of Hom. But at this moment le 15
aboul to.break upon the world with a very large work of romantic fiction, a work in the
tradition, I have been t0ld, of Mulory and Spenser; 1 may guess that it will not be forgerful
either of Bsowulf and Svr Gawain and the Gyeen Knsght. We congratulate him on the completion
of bis labour, and await the time when the ** huge clondy symbols of this high rornance * shall
- be focused for us on the printed page.

There 2i¢ many rcasons why it is fitting that we should honour Professot Tolkien ;
I cannot touch on all of them. We value here the studies in which he excels. The Catholic
University of Ireland was notable in many ways, and nol least in that Ol and Middle English
were taught there at a very early date. The first professor, Thomas Arnold, was distinguished ;
“al ope point of his career he looked a3 likely candidaie for the Oxford Chbalr ta which Professor
Tolkien was appointed in 1925. The great Newman himself, while he was here, guided Arnoid
in the plonecr task of shaping English as a nniversity subjecr , U might claim that by his
lectures and papers Newman functioned for the time as a professor of English.  Ou Jnglish
School, thus derived (rom Oxford, has in these later days returneg to the same source for new
ingpiration ; so that threc of our staff have enjoyed the kindness of Professor Tolkien and
{ hope profiled-by his learning.

PRAZHONORABILIS CANCELLARIE, TOTAQUE UNIVERSITAS :

Pracsento vobis hune meum filium quem scio tam moribus quam doctrina habiiem et
idoneum esse qui admittatur fonoris causa ad Gradum Doctoratns in Litteris ; idque tibi fide
mea testor ac spondeo totique Academiaa.



	Local Disk
	file:///Users/gpenston/Desktop/Tolkien%20Dublin%201954.html




